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December 22 until three weeks prior to the European elections of June 10? 
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founding myths, whose repetition alone renews its effectiveness. Like the priests of 
the Pharaohs and of the Inca, like the storytellers of Sudanese emirs, a caste of clerks 
must watch over the orthodoxy of the recitation. How else would we believe that a 
small, quiet professor could, with a few sentences, arouse the ire of our modern vestal 
virgins in a vest? 


2. — Farther left. 


Normally, every manifestation of antisemitism gives rise to unanimous protests by the 
left. But there have been false alarms: some individuals and some groups realized that 
antisemitism was not at issue, that the problem was somewhere else and that some 
irrepressible questions can be easily shrugged off. 


The newspaper Libération would serve for some time as the platform for this new 
kind of theater. It was already mentioned that the affair started in Liberation by a 
simple take-off from Le Matin, then by some articles in the same vein, on the fringes 
of the affair. Its editor's commentary strikes a different chord. Serge July sees 
Faurisson as a rather poor professor, pursuing a hobby, but he poses the question of 
the import of banning the expression of racism. There is here a rather new willingness 
to see things as they are: 


From now on there would be a Faurisson affair named after the Lyons 
professor who shared his research about the "lie" of Nazi concentration camps 
with the academic hierarchy and with those of his students who showed an 
interest in the matter. This affair restates in the same terms the questions 
already raised by the interview with Darquier de Pellepoix published in 
L'Express: Did it or did it not have to be published, or does this professor have 
the right to express himself about what is obviously for him an obsession? 


We have to be wary of unanimous opinions. Enough is enough, and if we 
believe the clamor, there are practically no antisemites in France, except for 
Darquier and this professor. France is a pure virgin and evil has many faces 
against which a national consensus has finally been attained. The national 
facade made out of communist, presidential, socialist, Gaullist and intellectual 
stones is immaculate. An excellent operation where each and everyone 
receives an absolution at a rather low cost: "Against racism? I already showed 
that at the time of the Darquier affair." And what if the unanimous 
condemnation of antisemitism is used to trivialize other manifestations of 
racism? Like a gigantic outlet, it is an operation through which our society 
hides from itself its cancers, its horrors and its perversions. 


Of course, this can't be without intellectual terrorism. Robert Faurisson was 
portrayed by the press, and in particular by Liberation, as a dangerous 
antisemite. If we are to judge him by his letter (Libération of Tuesday 21), this 
professor invokes the image of hundreds or thousands in our higher education 
system who promote similar obsessions. Who, in the course of his studies, has 
not come across one of them, engaging in a daily pathetic show for students 
who are not fooled and who laugh at it all? Journalists know well this 





''T a liberté d'expression des racistes," November 24, 1978. 
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multitude of paranoiacs who besiege their offices, voluminous files under their 
arms, and who are capable of spending hours recounting the plots of which 
they are the victims. And if Faurisson has no more importance than this? The 
asylum detractors who rightfully call for an open psychotherapy environment 
know well this type of situation. Yet, they are not the harbingers of racism or 
fascism. Did the University of Lyons do anything different by keeping 
Faurisson in his job? 


In return, the manner in which "a whole affair" was made out of his statements 
proves, if still need be, a general will to find a practically caricatural 
antisemitism — which is obviously not very dangerous — that serves to rid a 
society of its fears. 


The hierarchy of horror. 


In the final analysis, is it worse to maintain that "Hitler did not kill one single 
man because of his race," as the professor from Lyons does — which is simply 
not true — or to maintain as Henri Krasucki, the number 2 man at the C.G.T. 
did during Mr. Kadar's visit to France, saying that the Hungarian uprising of 
1956 was a counter-revolution, which seems to indicate that the Soviet 
repression was justified? Falsehood and falsehood: Six million dead against 
25,000: Does the arithmetic impose a hierarchy of horror? Is the first 
affirmation unbearable but not the second? In the name of what? 


Is it worse to sing the praises of the Cambodian regime, as some leftists do — 
which is just as unbearable as to extol a massacre — or to write about the Hai 
Hong refugees like this journalist of L'Humanité (November 16, 1978): "The 
wounded Vietnam, still bleeding from its wounds of war, cannot afford the 
luxury of a bourgeoisie created by foreign funds?" This recent editorial of 
l'Aurore, which likened René Bousquet and Jean Leguay's responsibilities in 
the deportation of Jews living in France under Nazi occupation, to "silliness," 
is he worse than such or such an editorial by Francois Brigneau on Arab 
immigration, or another weekly article on women by Jean Cau in Paris- 
Match? 


The attacks and falsehoods against such and such a social, national, cultural or 
sexual category are our daily lot. Thousands of racisms, thousands of hatreds, 
some are more unjust than others, but all equally painful to their targets. 


Modern hypocrites come from all parties and irrespective of their ideology, 
they almost all agree to ban these exhalations of hate and the right to self 
expression. According to their logic, a good part of French society should be 
tirelessly taken to court, many newspapers should be banned, starting with 
Minute, L'Humanité, Le Quotidien du peuple, l'Aurore, etc. Obviously 
unthinkable, and, of course, it would be intolerable. And endless. The basis of 
their argument is the refusal to look reality in the face, to hear these billions of 
daily words that echo a society deeply corrupt with all kinds of racism. 


Do we definitely have to have recourse to the law, entrusting it with the 
management of all day to day social relations, of opinions and of thoughts? 
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The "Rule of Law" state is not far away. It's frightening when banning 
someone from his profession and when Germany are concerned, but not so 
when it comes to racism of any kind. 


To prohibit the expression of racism is to argue in favor of repression, secrecy, 
retreat and conspiracy. And eventually, for more assassination attempts and 
more murders. The spiral of the Rule of Law state is endless, and it is well 
known that by becoming more widespread, prohibitions feed on violence and 
lead to more prohibitions. I don't see why violence would not become a 
substitute for speech, while this is accepted in the case of delinquents in large 
conglomerations, for example. In the current state of society, if we have a 
choice, we might as well opt for antisemitism and all racisms to be expressed 
rather than practiced. 


When all is said and done, it looks like the supporters of prohibitions are 
afraid as a result of tolerance to discover to what extent our society is riddled 
with all categories of racism. In addition to their haughtiness, they would lose 
the illusion of a sanitized society, devoid of conflicts, risks, and truth, and with 
helpless citizens emasculated of all possibilities of rebellion. 


Stop preventing us from seeing France as it is. This is the most reliable way to 
let racism proliferate underground, in the shadow of official uniformities of 
the moment. The price will be that generally paid by the sorcerer's apprentices 
of amnesia: general surprise and disappointment. 


In many respects, this article is rather insulting and could have been felt as such by 
Professor Faurisson. Yet, it is interesting to the extent that, contrary to the usual 
commentaries, it examines the consequences of the freedom of expression, including 
the right to madness, and that it doesn't try to betray its principles at the moment when 
their application becomes difficult. The only hypothesis that the author remains 
incapable of confronting is precisely that there is something beyond madness in 
Faurisson's writings. As will be seen later, Libération left it there. 


Coming back to Faurisson, we find a letter from two of his former students! that treats 
the press attacks with derision and ends as follows: 


As for us, former students having been subjected to the teaching of the very 
vile Mr. Faurisson, we are rather against all imperialisms, all fascisms, all 
racisms, and for free debate, and the right to research and to doubt. 


Moreover, the university authorities had to admit, on several occasions, that no 
student has ever complained about the professor’ and that these poor naive students 
did not even seem to have ever suspected that their professor was so "harmful" (term 
used by Alice Saunier-Séité at R.T.L. on November 18, 1978). Even many (surely 
unaware) expressed their support and great respect for him. 





‘ “Antisemite, did you say antisemite?" Dec. 9-10. See another letter by a student, March 13, 1979. 
> For example, Libération, November 18-19, 1978. "Etonnant! Tenant!" observes Bernard Schalscha, 
which should have set him thinking. But he couldn't. 
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A new dimension of the affair appeared in a collective letter, published under the 
headline, "Connaissez-vous Rassinier?" (Do you know Rassinier?), in reply to J.-P. 
Pierre-Bloch (see note 4, p. 97), a letter triggered apparently by the renewed interest 
given to this question by the Darquier de Pellepoix and Faurisson affairs’: 


Connaissez-vous Rassinier? 


The declarations of a particularly obnoxious idiot have relaunched the 
campaign about war crimes and crimes against humanity committed during the 
Second World War — that is, Nazi crimes — since the Nazis and their 
accomplices are the only side that committed such crimes (?!) But this 
Darquier de Pellepoix is so obnoxious and his "thinking" is so destitute that 
the necessary debate has been set from the outset at such a new pathetic level 
that there is no question to participate in it at this time. 


Yet the article of J.-P. Pierre Bloch, UDF deputy of Paris (Le Matin, 
November 22, 1978) from which we quote the sentence, "a lie always leaves 
traces behind," who makes no distinction between Darquier de Pellepoix et 
Rassinier, author of several books and articles on the German concentration 
camps, forces us to respond. 


In his personal conception of the world, Mr. J.-P. Pierre-Bloch has a perfect 
right to make no such distinction — which is revealing of his own conception 
of the world. On the contrary, he has no right to cover his assimilation with a 
lie, possibly in good faith, but we demand a correction. 


In fact, Mr. J.-P. Pierre-Bloch wrote in Le Matin: 


"This 'thesis' taken up again by Darquier de Pellepoix is that of the falsifier 
Rassinier whose terrible lies were clearly condemned by the justice of our 
country at the request of LICA. It is that of Faurisson, professor at Lyons 2 
University..." 


As far as R. Faurisson is concerned, we know nothing of his theses other than 
through hearsay and we are waiting for the row to subside, to get acquainted 
with them and discuss them, if they are worth it. As to Darquier de Pellepoix, 
if there was any possibility of becoming virulent again, it would seem to us 
highly desirable that all means be used to prevent him from being harmful. 


As to Rassinier, the very equivocal formulation of J.-P. Pierre-Bloch gives the 
impression that he had been sentenced by the French courts for his books. 


In fact, LICA has never "gotten that these abominable lies be clearly 
condemned by courts of our country" for the simple reason that it was Paul 
Rassinier who lodged a complaint for defamation against the director of Droit 
de Vivre, a publication of LICA, who referred to him as an "International Nazi 
agent." A very objective report on this trial can be found in Le Monde of 
October 7, 1964, where the plaintiff's witnesses "sang the praises of Mr. 





' Libération, January 22, 1979. 
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Rassinier, the pacifist, anarcho-socialist and also ‘obsessed with the truth,’ 
according to Mr. Raymond Geouffre de la Pradelle." No proof was ever given 
of any collusion with old or neo-Nazis. 


Yet Paul Rassinier's complaint was dismissed and the defendant, Bernard 
Lecache, released. 


J.-P. Pierre-Bloch's statement is therefore completely false. 


What credibility does he have in qualifying Paul Rassinier as a falsifier 
without any proof, without any quotation of falsification that Rassinier is 
guilty of? 


Our careful and deeply moving reading of Paul Rassinier's work led us to 
detect no falsification whatsoever and nothing to justify the refusal to discuss 
his views. 


According to the plaintiff's attorney plea in this trial: "We may question Mr. 
Rassinier's views, oppose them and even fight them, but we reject the 
language [of Mr. Lecache]" that J.-P. Pierre-Bloch used in the columns of Le 
Matin and also in a recent television program. 


These assertions are all the more serious that they seem to come close to a real 
self-mystification campaign, since P. Viansson-Ponte states the same 
falsehood in Le Monde of 3-4 October, 1978, p. 9: "LICA had obtained in 
1964 a judgment against one of its slanderers, P. Rassinier." This was totally 
denied by articles in Le Monde at that time. 


Prior to undertaking an in depth debate, we simply recall that Rassinier was a 
militant revolutionary communist, an organizer of Travailleur de Belfort 
(Belfort Worker) before the war, broke away from Stalinism very early and 
that he was in contact with La Revolution Prolétarienne of Monatte, Rosmer 
and Louzon as well as with the Democratic Communist Circles at that time, 
where he organized the Independent Communist Federation of the East. He 
founded, with Commandant Lierre and Georges Bidault, the first efficient 
network of the Resistance: The Libération-Nord movement, and worked 
particularly in helping persecuted Jews. He founded the clandestine 
newspaper, La IV République, echoed by Radio London and Radio Algeria. A 
Resistance deportee (19 months) at Buchenwald and Dora, 95% invalid as a 
result of his deportation, he was the holder of a Resistance fighter card, the 
purple medal of the French Resistance, and the rosette of the Resistance, all 
decorations he did not wear, as he said in a note in one of his books. 


He was also a socialist, General Secretary of the Socialist Federation of 
Belfort region for fifteen years. He was a socialist deputy of the Second 
Constituent Assembly. From the fifties on, he leaned towards the pacifist and 
anarchist currents. After 1968, René Lefeuvre, editor of Cahiers Spartacus, 
says that he had met him several years earlier at the annual banquet of La 
Révolution Prolétarienne. He describes him as revolted by the attacks against 
him and aware of the fact that his views had been used by extreme right 
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movements. And yet, he did not lose the slightest determination. We were 
unable to meet him at the time his book came to our attention. We learned of 
his death but we can't specify the exact date. 


We do not subscribe to Rassinier's theses. 


We maintain that they deserve to be known and discussed. The comparison 
between Paul Rassinier and a Vichy Commissar of Jewish Questions is 
intolerable. 


Jacob Assous, Joseph Benhamou, Hervé Denés, Pierre Guillaume, Christine Martineau, Jean- 
Luc Redlinski, joined by Jean Barrot, Alain Caillié and Jean-Pierre Carasso. 


All this did not prevent the in-house hack from reporting the very next day and in very 
defamatory terms, Faurisson's attempt to resume his classes’. On February 17, 
Libération gave an ironic account of the manifest of 'Thirty-four laborers of historical 
research": false debate, hackneyed, shameful ranting. The scribbler does not 
understand why all this high society has become restless. 


Others do understand and they don't come from the leftist swamp. Member of the 
Resistance from the very beginning, long-standing Gaullist, tireless polyglot and 
distinguished specialist of Islamic cultures, Vincent Monteil, who has always been 
perfectly frank, be it in the army from which he was expelled, or the Gaullist regime 
that he lambasted at the time of the Ben Barka affair, Vincent Monteil pricks up his 
ears. He writes a letter to Témoignage Chrétien (January 29, 1979) where he points to 
a "trap" in the accusations against Faurisson: 


I did not know Faurisson. But it seemed to me that his work on the deportation 
deserves the greatest attention. It is not by calling him antisemite and by 
comparing him to Mr. Ambre [a former Pétain supporter who sits on the 
municipal council of Lyons] that "justice and truth" will be served "at any 
cost." All that Faurisson asks — and that I ask for him — is that he be allowed to 
express himself, to explain. 


The truth must be said. If there had been fewer Jews killed by the Nazis 
(certainly not six million!), if they had been exterminated by all possible 
means (like other deportees), and if Faurisson is in fact right about the "myth 
of the gas chambers," to me this will change absolutely nothing in the crimes 
of the Nazis and their accomplices. But it is not by lying, by rigging the facts, 
the photos, the numbers that "the return" of very real abominations can be 
avoided. 


But this clarion call is quite isolated. So it was a painful surprise to some people when 
the Gaby Cohn-Bendit bomb exploded. His letter, titled "Question de principe" (a 
matter of principle) was refused by Le Monde, but it was read during the trial of the 
suit brought by Faurisson against Le Matin de Paris. According to witnesses, it 
silenced a gang that came to the court to hoot Faurisson’: 





'"Kulturkampf," January 10, 1979. 
* March 5, 1979. 
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Question de principe 
by Jean-Gabriel COHN-BENDIT 


There was a time, and still is, when every antisemite challenged a testimony or 
historical research by a Jew and qualified as sold to the Jews any research 
leaning in that direction (remember the Dreyfus affair). But today, we are 
beginning to witness the inverse phenomenon: every Jew, every left or 
extreme left individual challenges any testimony, any historical research done 
by an antisemite (which is already serious) and, worse, qualifies as antisemitic 
any research about the concentration camps that calls into question what has 
become the quasi official truth. This is unacceptable. 


As a Jew of the extreme left and a libertarian, I want to affirm some principles 
that I value the more so today that all others I believed in, for twenty years, 
have collapsed one after the other (it is a long road that led me from the young 
communist in 1956 to libertarian ideas, passing through Trotskyism and the 
extreme left, my dose of skepticism increasing at each stage). Of all these 
principles, there is one that can be summarized in one sentence: the freedom of 
speech, writing, assembly and association must be total and without the least 
restriction. This means that the publication and distribution of the texts that are 
most revolting to me must not be impeded. No book should be banned, were it 
Mein Kampf (or tomorrow any text of Stalin or Mao), no meeting should be 
banned, were it of the Euroright, not even the distribution of a single leaflet 
should be banned, were it openly fascist or racist. This does not mean at all 
that we should remain silent and inactive. If the fascists had the right to 
distribute their leaflets on campuses, we could fight, even physically, if 
necessary, so that the Assas [Law] faculty does not remain their monopoly. 
The only effective way to fight the enemies of freedom is to give them the 
freedom that we demand for ourselves and to fight if they want to take it away. 
The famous "no freedom for the enemies of freedom" is in fact the harbinger 
of all totalitarian systems and not, as it was believed, the most effective 
defense against them. 


No myth at all. No lie at all. 


Let those who deny the existence of concentration camps and of gas chambers 
say it! It's up to us to prevent this lie from becoming credible. Weren't many 
years needed for the left to find the courage to fight the lies of the Communist 
Party about the existence of camps in the U.S.S.R.! In 1948, who dared to do it 
other than some isolated people of the extreme left, some liberals, and the 
right? If we want to be credible to the future generations, and all the more so 
that time goes by, we have to demolish the least myth, the least lie, the least 
error. Let's fight to demolish these gas chambers that are shown to tourists in 
camps where we now know they did not exist, at the risk that we are no longer 
believed about those we are sure of. The Nazis had model camps to show to 
the good souls of the Red Cross. Let's not do the opposite. 
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I don't want to get into a discussion of the gas chambers here: Was there any 
or not? 


If there had been, in exactly which camp? Have they been the systematic or 
accessory instrument of the massacre? For to me, if this fact is important, I 
admit that I don't understand the attitude that consists in thinking that if this 
piece is partially or totally removed from the concentration system, all would 
collapse. 


Would Nazism cease to be a horror? Would it become justifiable? Are the gas 
chambers the horror, and not the millions of dead? Without gas, there is no 
more horror, simply a serious distortion of legality, as our in-house Stalinists 
would say. 


The same problem arises when we discuss the number of Jewish victims of 
Nazism. The difficulty of fixing a number, whether or not this shocks our 
sensibility, is clear to every historian and makes every number questionable. 
Here, too, I don't understand that we have to absolutely reach a certain 
threshold below which everything could become acceptable, and hence could 
play into the hands of fascism. 


An absurd logic. 


Having lived during this period and having seen part of one's family disappear, 
one may find it repugnant to discuss the mode of extermination and the 
number of victims. But a historian cannot dismiss this problem. I find this 
conclusion of a certain number of historians monstrous (Le Monde, February 
21, 1979): "We should not ask how technically such a mass murder was 
possible. It was technically possible because it took place. This is the required 
point of departure of any historical inquiry into this subject. It is up to us to 
remind people of this truth: there isn't, there can't be any debate on the 
existence of gas chambers." 


Despite the respect I have for the historians who signed this article, some of 
whom have even played a non-negligible role in my current positions, I 
wonder: "But what is this absurd logic?" It's exactly because this mass murder 
took place, which neither Rassinier nor Faurisson question, that we exactly 
may ask how, including technically, this could have happened. Logically, only 
those who deny the genocide do not have to ask how. 


It would be too long, yet fundamental, to study all that had been justified, for 
the past thirty years, in the name of the struggle against Nazism, starting with 
late Stalinism: for example, the millions of dead Jews are constantly used as 
counter-argument to any criticism of Israeli politics. 


As for me, I prefer, in their memory, to relentlessly defend the right to liberty, 
to prevent all attempts at witch-hunts, persecution of groups, minorities or 
individuals who think or act differently from me. What I refuse to do, 
including to neo-Nazis, I am not ready to agree to have done to men like 
Rassinier and Faurisson, who, I know, have nothing to do with the former, and 
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the suit filed against the latter reminds me more of the Inquisition than of a 
struggle against a return to the worst. 


A letter arrives two days later from Pierre Guillaume, a former member of the group 
Socialisme ou Barbarie (Socialism or Barbarism), who became later, for a long time, 
the manager of a famous bookstore, La Vieille Taupe’: 


What do the French people know 
about the Sétif massacre? 


by Pierre Guillaume 


The televised film Holocaust is a crime against historical truth. Despite the 
good intentions of its zealots, it is a crime against the memory of the victims, 
all victims of the atrocities of all wars. 


Millions of Jews were victims of abominable persecutions due to the simple 
fact that they were Jews. Hundreds of thousands of American nationals were 
persecuted and put in special camps due to the simple fact that they were of 
Japanese origin. Millions of Germans died because they were Germans, and 
millions of Russians, Poles, Ukrainians died because they were Russians, 
Poles, Ukrainians. 


War always consists in killing people because they are on the other side, and 
invents the best reasons in the world to justify itself. This is the role of war 
propaganda, which is always to a large extent self-intoxication. 


The Jews were in a particularly terrible situation due to the simple fact that 
their transnational community came into conflict with the internationalism 
towards which Germany was driven, and because their culture led them to 
resist totalitarian logic, even though most of them were totally integrated in 
German society. 


The massive deportation of an annoying minority is not an exceptional fact in 
history. That was the case of Vietnamese of Chinese origin, even before the 
current conflict. Some manage by persuading themselves that they are 
members of the reigning bourgeois ideology! 


Do the French know that during his visit in 1943, Eichmann was shocked by 
the living conditions of Jews in the Gurs camp (Pyrenées-Atlantique)? Do they 
know that this camp, created under the Daladier government, to accommodate 
Spanish republicans, had known conditions similar to those of German camps? 
Internees died of cold and hunger, according to the same inexorable and 
"involuntary" mechanism. 


It is not historically established that Hitler ordered "the execution of a single 
Jew because of the simple fact that he was a Jew." 





' March 7, 1979. In the country of the blind, the one-eyed man is king (N.d.E.) 
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Similarly, when he ordered the bombing of Dresden, useless from a military 
perspective, Winston Churchill did not order "the execution of a single 
German because of the simple fact that he was German." 


What do the French people know about the Sétif (Algeria) massacres of May 
8, 1945 and the repression in Madagascar? Neither more nor less than the 
Germans knew about Auschwitz. Are they collectively guilty? Neither less, 
nor more. 


The morbid manipulation of bad conscience leads to nothing other than new 
crusades. 


The Nazi war propaganda could manipulate so many atrocities committed by 
the enemies of Germany, in order to shore up the morale of the troops, the 
policemen and the camp guards. Similarly, allied propaganda could 
manipulate the atrocities committed by the Germans. Neither side deprived 
itself of propaganda. Exaggeration in the horrific description of the enemy is 
the thrust of wars which have become "democratic." 


The Nazi-less anti-Nazism that pervades the world has become the outlet of a 
confused society that cannot bring itself to confront its real problems. 


We cannot fight against the inexorable mechanisms of real oppression with 
clichéd images. Porno-horrific scenes do not promote the understanding of 
real mechanisms... except by the fact that the Holocaust presents in itself and 
is revealed as a crude attempt of an ideological power grab by the sacred union 
of licensed spiritual advisers. 


This is what you have to think! 
Look where this will lead you if you resist our lessons! 


The manipulations of atrocities drive the sensitive spectator to stupor or 
generate a front of indifference, which is the best ally of any totalitarianism. 


The reaction, "All this is from the past" or "Hitler? I don't know" is a healthy 
reaction. 


The only durable result of the Holocaust screening is that of any war 
propaganda: To convince all those who participate in very concrete 
mechanisms of oppression that what they participate in is negligible by 
comparison with what the mythical enemy — the Nazis — has already done. The 
words and the intentions of the Holocaust zealots make no difference. 


What do the French people know about the frightening repression of a 
demonstration by "French of North African origin" against the curfew, on 


October 17, 1961, in Paris and its suburbs? 


What do the French people know about the living conditions of hundreds of 
thousands of Algerians of all ages, gathered in camps, and what would have 
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become of them had France been involved in an intensive war putting the 
existence of the nation at risk? 


This was not the case, and the French bourgeoisie and its state managed to 
make peace without even compromising the standard of living of the French 
people. However, in this relatively benign context, M. Alex Moscovitch 
declared to the Paris Municipal Council: "Five million French people may be 
affected overnight in their life and property by circumstances they neither 
wanted nor initiated." To compensate for this threat, M. Moscovitch proposed 
a radical solution: "All enemy agents must be sent away from metropolitan 
France. We have been requesting the means to do that for two years. What we 
need is very simple and very clear: the authorization and enough boats. The 
problem of sinking these boats would not come, alas, under the Municipal 
Council of Paris." (a) 


After seeing Holocaust, any French soldier who went to war in Algeria, even 
if he participated in "corvées de bois," [wood gathering, code for summary 
execution] will be persuaded that he remains radically different from the 
Nazis. He is different only from the image given of the Nazis, as the Nazis 
themselves are different from this image. In any case, he will tell himself: 
"After all, there was no gas chamber." 


Yet, in the Oran region, in Algeria, several hundred Algerians were locked up 
in cellars and asphyxiated with carbon dioxide. Those who locked them up 
and crammed them into a tight space, didn't they know it? Didn't anything 
alert them during the agony of these poor people? 


Nobody tried to find out. The perfunctory investigation was inconclusive. But 
had they been Germans, and particularly Nazis, nobody would have had the 
slightest doubt that they were guilty. 


(a) Bulletin municipal officiel de Paris. Débats des assemblées, conseil 
municipal de Paris, séances du 27 Octobre, p. 637. It concerns a well thought 
out statement M. Moscovitch made on January 15, 1963 in a defamation suit 
filed against him: "I really regretted that the enemies of France had not been 
exterminated ... and I still regret it!" (Le Monde, January 17, 1963) Quoted by 
Pierre Vidal-Naquet in his remarkable and courageous book: La Torture dans 
la République, Petite Collection Maspero. 


The inevitable reply came from a chap who undoubtedly believed that there was an 


error and that the article in left-wing Libération (March 8, 1979) was really addressed 
to right-wing Minute’: 


When Antisemitism Rises to the Surface 


by Julien BRUNN 





' Libération, March 8, 1979. 
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Alas! Libération has just won the first prize. The article it published yesterday 
about the Holocaust stinks, it perspires antisemitism. Its author, P. Guillaume, 
has the right to be antisemitic, consciously or not. But it is our right, and it 
should have been our duty, not to publish it. The more so that the author is 
himself the director of a publishing house, La Vieille Taupe, that publishes Les 
Cahiers Spartacus, so that he can publish his "opinions" himself. So by not 
publishing him, the freedom of expression would not be affected. This famous 
freedom of expression cannot in fact serve as a screen to hide the fact that this 
is not the first time that such an incident happens at Libération. From time to 
time, whiffs of antisemites emerge to the surface by clumsily hiding behind 
the veil of nonconformism. 


It is not only a question of ideas: it's a question of tone. There has already been 
the Flatto Sharon affair: the objective was not to display antisemitic theories, 
but the tone was antisemitic. [A Jewish swindler who ran away to Israel for 
safety. ] Then the VXZ 375 incident, which reviewed the new philosophers 
from only the point of view of whether they were homosexuals or Jews. 
Today, too, in the issue in front of you, Guy Hocquengheim comments on the 
debate in such a naughty and impish way that it really hurts. Whatever we 
think of the debate, there are times when antisemitism is suggested more than 
it is said, and this is the case with yesterday's article: "What do the French 
people know about the Sétif massacres?" This is really too much. Just as I 
have nothing to do with antisemites and nothing to discuss with them, I don't 
see what Liberation, my newspaper, may have to do or discuss with them. 
Minute might as well welcome them and we won't interfere. 


There are two things in the above mentioned article in yesterday's Libération 
titled, "What do the French people know about the Sétif massacres?" First, 
there is the well known argument which consists in saying that Jews were not 
alone, and consequently, they get on our nerves by always claiming the first 
place in the "hit parade of horrors," as Guy Hocquengheim vilely says. We can 
discuss the argument and it has already been discussed during the debate of 
"dossiers de l'écran" [on TV]. The generalization of horror becomes suspect 
when its manifest object is to sink the fish, meaning the Jew. By putting 
everybody on the same level, by lamenting the multiple horrors of the world, 
by writing like Pierre Guillaume that "the deportation of an annoying minority 
is not an exceptional fact in history," by recalling that the Algerians of Sétif, 
the Germans of Dresden, and the Spanish republicans, the aim is not to talk 
about all this, the aim is that the Jews should shut up. For to such writers, 
whatever the Jews say is immediately branded as "propaganda," according to 
the already classical association: Jew/propaganda: "The morbid manipulation 
of conscience leads only to new crusades." And the trick is done: it is 
"manipulation." All this is still an opinion. But a closer reading of the text 
reveals that, in addition, there is a historical theory: "It has not been 
historically established that Hitler gave an order to execute one single Jew 
because of the fact that he was a Jew." Not only there were others that were 
exterminated, but also Jews were not exterminated "because they were Jews." 
This is the miracle of the leaking bucket argument: they will soon add that the 
Jews were not exterminated at all. I'll stop here. There is no point in arguing 
with P. Guillaume: this is not really a "free opinion." It is an assertion, an 
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affirmation, which is, moreover, false. We can think whatever we want about 
the extermination of Jews or Gypsies. But we cannot try to make believe, like 
Faurisson, that there had been no extermination, or, like P. Guillaume, that it 
may not have taken place (he talks only about deportation), and if it had, it 
was not according to the "Jewish" or "Gypsy" criteria. There was no reason for 
Liberation to publish this false free opinion. On the contrary, there was every 
reason, as I explained above, not to publish it. Freedom of expression is not 
the freedom to say anything, especially in our newspaper. 


The censor's apprentice got put in his place by Jean-Pierre Carasso, which seems to 
have provisionally closed the public debate, since subsequently, nobody ventured to 
talk about it’: 


When Antisemitism Transpires Clear Conscience 
Aspires 


by Jean Pierre CARASSO 


It wasn't long ago that Libération had published — a matter of principle — Gaby 
Cohn-Bendit letter. Well, here it is, splash! It was not a flop, and it had to be 
done in Liberation itself! Our comrade Pierre Guillaume — whose service need 
not be flaunted before the newcomer Julien Brunn — utters the least discordant 
sound in the great concert of Holocaustic laments. The professional martyr 
does not miss it. The big words are dropped: he is an antisemite. Devious, the 
accuser takes the usual precautions: it's maybe an unconscious antisemite. 
Then, shit, this terrorism, this blackmail — and I weigh my words — must stop. 


My name is Carasso, and if my father had not succeeded in convincing a 
complacent civil service employee in 1941 of the fact that Levi was the 
Muslim first name of his father!!!, my name would have been Levi-Carasso. Is 
this sufficient for the doctors of the law? May I speak? 


Iam a convinced supporter of the eradication of Judaism (hey! linguists, 
translate this into German, please) as well as of the eradication of Catholicism, 
of Christianity, of Islam, etc., including animism. When I read a headline in Le 
Monde (March 8), "New executions of homosexuals in Iran," I say Adolf must 
be laughing under the rubble of his bunker and my antireligious conviction is 
reinforced. When I hear — for I am not so vicious as to watch these farcical 
shows — that Mme. Veil said that the camps in the U.S.S.R. are not similar 
because the deportees were there for expressing a non-officially sanctioned 
opinion and the next day I realize that the antisemite Hersant ([the main press 
tycoon in France] notorious, this one, but it must be said, granted amnesty!!!) 
gives the minister a glowing report in the newspaper that he owns illegally, I 
say to myself, if only for decency's sake, there must be limits to the unbridled 
confusion which takes the place of ideology and of crutches in support of a 
moribund capitalism (yes, yes, wishful thinking). 





' Libération, March 12, 1979. 
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I also agree with a famous antisemite buried in England (a) that "the genuine 
Gemeinwesen of man is man." ["community", "be-togetherness"] I believe that 
whatever stands in the way of the realization of this Gemeinwesen is the work 
of my enemies and when these enemies are Jews, it is precisely because I am 
not and I cannot be antisemite, that I am not afraid to point them out as 


enemies. 


When Baron Guy de Rothschild writes that he feels as a stranger in Israel, the 
famous Nazi hunter couple, Beate and Serge Klarsfeld (after all, it's more 
exciting than hunting baby seals), will they declare him antisemite? Almost, in 
any case, for the baron retracted fast! Facing the uproar that he naively 
provoked. 


Well! As for me, having the ambition to feel as a stranger nowhere, I would 
say that I feel as a stranger everywhere, dispossessed of my being and my 
humanity by the abject system that reigns over the entire planet, and that I 
demand, do you hear me Mr. Brunn, I demand for my friends and myself, as 
for everybody else, the right to proclaim that feeling without being bombarded 
with idiotic insults by those same people who profess to fight for a better 
world, as they say. 


(a) Those who believe that the Cahiers Spartacus are published by La Vieille 
Taupe — poor René Lefeuvre! — would not have recognized Karl Marx. This 
letter was read and approved by ten people and yet was considered to be "not 
quite violent enough, not quite insulting enough." 


At the same time, a discussion continues at Libération, even though it did not appear 
in its columns. At the same time that Brunn handed in his article to the newspaper, 
Pierre Guillaume submitted the letter reproduced below. It revealed some unexpected 
aspects of the affair, especially the fact that the text published on March 7th, "What 
do the French people know about the Sétif massacres?," was actually co-authored by 
Faurisson. This would have made possible the hypothesis that Faurisson was not 
crazy — aplunge Libération could not obviously take at that moment. So this letter 
was never published: 


I thank you for publishing my article on the "opinion page." I regret a little the 
fact that you did not keep the title I had given it: Madness deconstructed or 
Atrocities: How To. This article is a story. And it is not finished. It exposes in 
a very cursory manner the classical theses of the revolutionary movement on 
war, war propaganda and Nazism. But it was not calmly written by a director 
of conscience who prescribes what one should think. It was written in a 
concrete and particularly tragic situation in order to find a practical solution 
for this situation. 


I had met Professor Faurisson at the end of November. I found him a desperate 
man on the verge of sinking into a paranoid, though understandable, madness. 
I also found a man in complete possession of his subject (200 kg. of working 
documents, the result of going through several tons of texts) and whose work 
went far beyond, but in the same direction as, the theses of La Vieille Taupe 
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(briefly, since 1970, La Vieille Taupe shares essentially the theses of Paul 
Rassinier). 


Consequently, it was imperative to run the risk of a new, almost irreversible, 
defeat by proclaiming: 


1. The right to hypothesis and error in scientific work; 


2. The right to be mad, so long as this madness does not concretely harm 
anybody else, and this, even if Faurisson had been crazy, antisemite or Nazi. 


Fortunately, he is neither. 


Yet, the less radical (in my opinion) faction of La Vieille Taupe was reluctant 
to cast its lot in a lost cause. The point was not to defend Faurisson but rather 
to defend our principles, in practice. 


My energies are no longer enough for the job, especially my emotional powers 
(I was on the verge of a break down), it became crucial for the development of 
the situation to get the support and hence the agreement of everybody on the 
same text, without any concession or ambivalence. 


So this text had to include the famous phrase which seemed to make Faurisson 
indefensible: "Hitler never ordered the execution of a single Jew because of 
the single fact that he was a Jew," showing that it was true, even if Hitler 
could not care less about what happened to the Jews. 


In practice, this proved that I was ready to follow Faurisson to the end, and it 
proved that I would show him that we had reached the point where he could 
no longer be disinterested in the human significance of these scientific truths. 


Incidentally, it was about proving to everybody that Pierre Vidal-Naquet, who 
led the anti-Faurisson crusade of historians in Le Monde of February 21, 1979, 
was not a crook, but that our long term objectives were the same as his. 


This text was read and approved by La Vieille Taupe. It was subsequently read 
and corrected by Faurisson (the original version lacked sufficiently supporting 
figures) and approved without any reservation. 


Feeling supported, Faurisson began to eat normally and his paranoid 
symptoms disappeared completely. 


The text that you published is therefore a common text of Faurisson and La 
Vieille Taupe. It is the practical affirmation of what would allow a practical 
revolutionary theory: "Never reject what is true in the propositions of an 
adversary in the name of what is false in these same propositions." "Every 
man is right, in a certain way." (Reich, Introduction to La Fonction de 
l'orgasme, cited from memory.) 
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It is by going deeper and beyond partial truths that we can reach universality, 
and not by denying what is annoying or by making (political) compromises. I 
hope that I have not irritated you by my rigorous requirements. 


P.S. La Vieille Taupe was a book shop, of which I was the founder. It was 
closed in 1972. 


Historically, La Vieille Taupe belongs to nobody and is not a formal group. It 
is the movement that transforms existing conditions; this group includes all 
those who participate individually, under their own personal responsibility, in 
the development of a situation. The idea of a "faction" more or less "radical" is 
nothing but a joke, but not lacking in meaning. 


Libération refused to publish this letter, which showed that the newspaper had 
published Faurisson without knowing it, a situation that created some turmoil such as 
the discreet departure of Pierre Goldmann, who claimed that he could no longer 
collaborate, even sporadically, with an organ where "antisemites" write. Then Pierre 
Guillaume and Jean-Gabriel Cohn-Bendit submitted the text that follows to the 
"classified ads" service of Liberation, which refused it right away. Le Monde accepted 
to run it as an advertisement (1500 F), then changed its mind under pressure from the 
editorial board: 


The support of Professor Faurisson by Jean-Gabriel Cohn-Bendit and La Vieille Taupe has 
traumatized many people and created a situation with potentially incalculable developments. 
LICA accuses Professor Faurisson of being a falsifier. If anyone proves that Professor 
Faurisson stated one single falsehood, Jean-Gabriel Cohn-Bendit and La Vieille Taupe 
undertake to immediately break off with Professor Faurisson and to dedicate as much effort to 
let this be known as the ones they exerted in his support 


This offer of March, 1979, is, as far as we know, still valid. 


It's finally somewhere else that this clarification enterprise continues, carried out by 
some elements of what may be called the ultra-left. A leaflet entitled, "Are the gas 
chambers essential for our happiness?" appeared in March in Lyons. After 
summarizing the beginning of the affair, it goes on like this: 


Are the gas chambers essential for our happiness? 
Professor Faurisson is a man alone. 
No group, no organization, supports or has supported him. Among those who 
voiced their opinion in his favor, through various means such as letters to the 
press or testimonies, are antifascists or convinced antiracists (such as Jacob 
Assous, José Benhamou, J.-P. Carasso, J.-P. Chambon, J.-G. Cohn-Bendit, H. 
Denés, P. Guillaume, C. Martineau, V. Monteil, J.-L. Redlinski, etc.) 


Isn't it time to think? 


All those who took the trouble to inquire discovered that Professor Faurisson 
is virulently anti-totalitarian. They also know that he did nothing but to pursue 
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the work of rumor deconstruction started by Paul Rassinier (an irreproachable 
resistant) on the Buchenwald and Dora camps, where he was himself deported 
for 19 months (arrested in October 1943, tortured by the Gestapo for 11 days, 
returned 95% invalid) and by J. Ginsburg, on the Majdanek camp, where he 
was himself a racial deportee with his family. 


All those who took the trouble to inquire know that Faurisson is genuine, and 
that he is convinced, like Rassinier and Ginsberg, that with or without gas 
chambers, the Hitlerian concentration camps reached the paroxysm of horror, 
a different horror, possibly a more basic, more radical horror than its 
sensational representation. 


Then, if "the womb that gave birth to the foul beast is still fertile," does 
anybody really believe that the fight against the "return of the worst" consists 
in waging a risk-free fight against one man or desperately trying to unearth a 
fantasized Nazism, rather than attacking the womb itself, which has been 
destroyed nowhere on the planet and which continues to generate horrors and 
atrocities, obviously different from the fantasized or real Nazism, which will 
never be reborn in the same form. 


In fact ... one atrocity may serve to hide another. Did the spectacular show of 
absolute horror serve to mask all other horrors? 


There can be no official truth in history. 


The principle of banning somebody from practicing his profession is worse 
than the evil alleged to be destroyed. 


Persons Without Quality 


Another leaflet was circulating: "Ultimate suggestion from the house of the dead 
following a long debate among Galileo, P. Rassinier, Jesus-Christ, K. Marx and C. 
von Clausewitz": 


I, Robert Faurisson, son of the late Robert Faurisson, fifty years old, appear in 
person before this court and in front of you, most eminent and revered judges, 
assigned by Saint LICA and the Very Saint Associations of deportees and 
victims, the Great Inquisitors of all Humanity against Nazi perversity, the eyes 
on the Gerstein Report that I touch with my own hands. 


I swear that I always believed, that I believe now and, with the Grace of 
Antifascism, I will continue to believe in the future that the apostolic and 
resistant Saint LICA holds true, preaches and teaches. 


But because — after the Saint Television had notified me of the order to no 
longer believe in the false opinion that the existence of gas chambers to 
exterminate Jews is a simple conjecture based on rumors and contradictory 
confessions, some of which have been identified as false by Saint LICA 
herself; and not to maintain, defend, or teach, either orally or in writing this 
false doctrine; after having been notified that the said doctrine is contrary to 
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official Saint Thesis; because I have written and published several texts in 
which I exposed the condemned doctrine by presenting very convincing 
arguments in its defense, without a definitive solution; for this, I have been 
vehemently suspected of heresy, which means maintaining and believing that 
the gas chambers conceived expressly as industrial human slaughter-houses, 
have never existed. 


Thus, wanting to erase from the mind of the Inquisitors and of every faithful 
Antifascist, this vehement suspicion, justly conceived against me, I recant 
from the bottom of my heart, and with sincere Antifascist faith, the errors, 
heresies, and in general any other error or heresy or enterprise contrary to the 
Saint Resistance; I swear that in the future, I will say nothing orally or in 
writing that will lead to similar suspicions about me, and if I will happen to 
meet a heretic or presumed as such, I will denounce him to this Tribunal, to 
Saint LICA, or to the Police of the resistance in my area. 


I also swear to do and to strictly observe the penance imposed on me by this 
Tribunal, and if I contravene any of my promises or sermons, I will submit to 
all penalties and punishments imposed and promulgated by the Sacred 
Resistance and the other general and particular Constitutions against similar 
delinquents. 


With the help of Saint Television and the original Gerstein document that I 
touch with my hands. 


I, the undersigned Robert Faurisson, I recanted, swore, promised, and 
committed myself as above; and to vouch in good faith for the truth, I signed 
the present copy of my recantation with my own hand and I recited it word for 
word in Paris at the Palace of Justice, the.... 


The Bordiguists [Radical Communists] of the Communist Program reissue a 1960 
article, "Auschwitz ou le grand alibi," with this prefatory note’: 


The article we are reproducing exposes the real roots of the extermination of 
the Jews, roots that have to be searched not in the domain of "ideas" but in the 
functioning of the capitalist economy and the social antagonisms it generates. 
And it also shows that if the German state was the butcher of the Jews, all 
bourgeois states share in the responsibility for their deaths, over which they 
now shed crocodile tears. 


The foot soldiers of La Guerre sociale print a poster-tract with extensive excerpts 


from an article” preceded by a presentation for distribution in Lyons, in June 1979. 
Delving into the question, it is entitled: 


Who is the Jew? 





' Programme Communiste no. 11, 19 pp. reprinted as a brochure in 1979. 
? De l'exploitation dans les camps a l'exploitation des camps ("From exploitation in the camps to 
exploitation of the camps"), La Guerre Sociale, no. 3, June 1979, pp. 9-31. 
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A few decades ago, Europe had fallen prey to a wave of antisemitism. Prior to 
the Nazis deportation of a part of the Jewish population, the Jews were 
threatened in their property and jobs. Jewish professors were prevented from 
teaching. If today everybody deplores these persecutions, at the time, there 
weren't so many people opposed to them. 


Times seem to have changed. Any resurgence of antisemitism in Europe will 
quickly clash with the left, the academic circles, and the state. Thus, it is 
sufficient to hear that Professor Robert Faurisson of Lyons 2 University may 
share ideas similar to those of Darquier de Pellepoix, former Vichy 
Commissar for Jewish Affairs, for the schedule of his classes to be published 
in the press, for folks of good will to prevent him from giving his lectures on 
French literature, and for the university administration to suspend his teaching 
in order to preserve academic peace. Doubtless, he will end up being pushed 
out of the university this year or next year. Faurisson is not only attacked in 
his professional life, but also in his personal life, through his family, as a 
"dirty Nazi." Some find these methods deplorable, but after all, every opinion 
can't be defended with complete impunity. It is well known where this could 
lead. Fascism and racism passed once. They will not pass anymore. The 
Maginot lines will hold. 


And if, as it is in their nature, the Maginot lines were turned around? 
And if Faurisson had become the Jew? 


Darquier de Pellepoix, who is spending the rest of his days quietly in Spain, 
organized the deportation of Jews. Robert Faurisson would be an emulator of 
Darquier de Pellepoix, but after all, had Faurisson recommended the 
deportation of anybody? No, Faurisson's crime is to maintain that, strictly 
speaking, there was no genocide, and that the "gas chambers" are a legend. 
This is, in fact, close to statements made by Darquier to a journalist of 
L'Express. But what should Darquier be blamed for: making statements like 
these or participating in the deportation of Jews? Faurisson and Darquier de 
Pellepoix may agree on some points, but this is not sufficient to make 
Faurisson an accomplice of Darquier. 


At the root of all of this, there is the premise that the existence of "gas 
chambers" is an absolutely irrefutable fact. Any questioning of this absolutely 
irrefutable fact cannot have, directly or indirectly, other than a Nazi or an 
antisemitic origin. So Faurisson falls in behind Darquier, and if he is not more 
or less a disguised antisemite, it is because he is an oddball, and in any case, a 
dangerous oddball. From the start, they push aside the idea of questioning the 
existence of "gas chambers" may have at its origin, not the desire to hide 
atrocities and to vindicate oneself as is the case of Darquier, but rather the 
desire to find the truth. 


Yet, it suffices to have a liking for the truth and to look into this question in 
order to know that the existence of gas chambers is a much less obvious fact 
than we have been told. The study of the technical requirements of such an 
operation and the contradictions in the S.S. confessions yield rather fragile 
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"proofs." Those who set themselves up as specialists and are supported by the 
media, know it, and that's why they try to prevent any debate. 


The doubt about the existence of "gas chambers" did not originate in the 
extreme right. It was first expressed by Rassinier, who joined the Resistance 
early on, was arrested and tortured by the Gestapo, then deported to 
Buchenwald. The transition from the Darquier de Pellepoix affair to the 
Faurisson affair is instructive about the functioning of the mass media but not 
about the process of questioning the existence of "gas chambers." Darquier 
uses Rassinier to vindicate himself and the press uses Darquier to better 
discredit the truth rather than confront Rassinier's positions. 


The legend of the "gas chambers" was given an official status by the 
Nuremberg Tribunal where Nazis were judged by the victors. Its primary 
function was to allow the Stalin democratic camp to clearly set itself apart 
from that of the Nazis and their allies. Antifascism and antinazism allowed 
them to justify their own acts of war and have since continued to justify many 
dreadful things by those who could have succeeded in protecting the world 
from barbarism. 


The anguished times we are living through are similar in some ways to the 
prewar situation, and lacking the power to really confront the causes of the 
problems, there is a need to find scapegoats and acquire legitimacy. First, as a 
pretext for protection against a resumption, the war propaganda is revived 
against the old defeated barbaric enemy. But as capital sunk deeper in crises 
and felt the revolutionary danger, it tried to give people more concrete 
enemies and focus the responsibilities on certain internal and external groups. 


Our position is to prevent as much as possible the conduct of stress tests and 
the installation of hate mechanisms. We have only one enemy: the capitalist 
relations of production that dominate the whole planet and not this or that 
social group. The bourgeois or bureaucrats themselves must not be attacked 
personally but only as they identify themselves with their function and their 
profit and defend class society. 


Some wondered about who is manipulating Faurisson, and the extreme right 
was suspected. In any case, we who are revolutionaries plan to support him. 
And this is certainly not because of some general right to free expression. And 
neither because of some reflex of human solidarity, but because Faurisson is 
attacked for having tried to advance the truth. 


But supporting Faurisson and his research, is not this allowing antisemitism to 
rekindle? The first imperative remains that of knowing the truth. And should 
this truth be left as a monopoly for the antisemite, in order to prevent a rise of 
antisemitism? These are suspicious and dangerous games. Truth or its pursuit 
could not be antisemitic. 


Were it only for rumors in the press, the question of the existence of "gas 


chambers" could not be suppressed for a long time, and the doubt concerning 
the official truth would inevitably take hold. Concerning this situation, we 
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believe that we have to get things going. Evolution does not happen gently, 
from readjustment to rectification of details, as this has already started a few 
years ago, by smoothing over the lies of some, the good intentions of others, 
and allowing yet others to harbor some new philosophy. The issue is not really 
some particular lie but rather the functioning of its outcome that evolves and 
replaces untruths as they exhaust their usefulness. Then they have to prevent 
this from feeding antisemitism. The best lesson is not to leave it to the extreme 
right to show that Jews, too, defend what seems to them to be the truth, even if 
it infringes on the Holocaust mythology. We have to explain the real social 
mechanisms that produced antisemitism, deportation and the decimation in the 
concentration camps of Jewish and non-Jewish internees. We have to show 
that the struggle against any racism will quickly exhaust itself and remain 
superficial if it is not a direct struggle against capital. 


Out of about fifty books on Germany in an ordinary public library, thirty deal 
with the 1939-1945 period, of which twenty are about deportation. The vision 
of the camps projected to the public is that of horror in its pure form, guided 
by a single logic, that of terror. It is based on an apocalyptic description of life 
in the camps and on historical analyses affirming that the Nazis planned the 
extermination of millions of people, in particular six million Jews. Some 
authors, like David Rousset, go even further: The Nazis wanted not only to 
kill, but also to degrade, to make "subhumans" aware of their condition by a 
measured degradation, and of their sub-humanity by and organized 
degeneration [...] 


The main function of highlighting Nazi crimes is to justify the Second World 
War and more generally, the defense of democracy against fascism: The 
Second World War would not be so much a conflict among nations or 
imperialisms as a struggle between humanity on one side and barbarism on the 
other; the Nazi leaders, we are told, were monsters and criminals who seized 
power. Those who were captured after their defeat were judged by the victors 
at Nuremberg. It is crucial for this vision to show that the Nazis were bent on 
massacre. Surely, there are killings in all wars, but the Nazis wanted to kill. 
This is the worst and it is precisely what they are blamed for. With the help of 
moralism, they are not blamed for having made war, for any respectable state 
can do that, but for having been sadistic. The intense lethal bombardments of 
Hamburg, Tokyo, Dresden, the two A bombs, all those dead are justified as a 
necessary evil in order to avoid other massacres whose horror would have 
resulted from the fact that they would have been systematic. There is no 
possible comparison between the Nazi war crimes and the practices of the 
victors. To intimate the contrary is tantamount to being a conscious or 
unconscious accomplice in these crimes, and to allowing that they be repeated. 
The justification of 39-45 is no small affair. The unequal slaughter that 
resulted in tens of millions of victims had to be made some sense of: for could 
it be admitted that it was in order to absorb the economic crisis of 1929 and 
allow capitalism to rebound on a good footing? This justification stands for the 
antifascism of today and of tomorrow and so the left feeds on it as an excuse 
for its participation in the system. [...] 
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The victims of deportation are put forward to the detriment of millions of 
people who die of hunger every year throughout the world. Nannen, the chief 
editor of the German magazine, Stern, speaking of antisemitic persecutions, 
declares: "Yes, I knew and I was too much of a coward to oppose them." He 
tells us that, after seeing the images of Holocaust, his wife cried, remembering 
that she was barely twenty years old when she was served ahead of Jewish 
women standing in line. Today, there are still those who are served ahead of 
others and we can't avoid knowing it. Recently, Jean Ziegler in presenting 
René Dumont's book, Paysans écrasés, Terres massacrées, told us that "The 
world crop of cereal of 1977 — one billion four hundred million tons — would 
be sufficient to correctly feed five to six billion human beings. Yet, we are 
actually a little over four billion on earth, and everyday twelve thousand of us 
die of hunger." 


We reproach the Nazis for having organized death in a scientific manner and 
for having killed in the name of science by conducting medical experiments on 
human guinea pigs, but these practices are not their monopoly. The day after 
Hiroshima, the headline in the newspaper Le Monde read: "A Scientific 
Revolution." 


But ideology is not only about putting forward some facts in order to support 
the victors against the vanquished, past suffering against present suffering. 
The underlying concept of these justifications is the outcome of capitalist 
social relations, which tend to mystify their nature. This concept is quite 
common to democrats and to fascists. It reduces social divisions to a question 
of power and considers crimes as the cause of misery and horror. It is 
systematized by antifascist, antitotalitarian, but primarily counter- 
revolutionary ideas. More than the currently weak Nazi or fascist danger, it is 
the nonexistence of a revolutionary proletariat, which gives this ideology its 
force and allows it to reconstruct history to its own benefit. In fact, the staging 
and falsification of history are not a Stalinist monopoly. They, too, flourish in 
a democratic atmosphere of freedom of thought and expression. 


Our problem is not to readjust, in a spirit of justice, the mistakes and the 
number of corpses and to blame everybody for Nazi crimes, which are really 
crimes of capital, the list of which is infinitely long, in the hope of better 
condemning the system. And neither is it an excuse for the crimes of the State, 
in the name of some socioeconomic fatality, so that perpetrators are 
accountable to nobody. We can't get out of this politico-judiciary vision by 
repeating that the main culprit is society, which means everybody and nobody. 
We have to show that the system, which also means politicians and 
intellectuals, uses the misery and horror it produces in order to defend itself 
against real criticism of this misery and this horror. [...] 


To Read Rassinier: 
The camps are a product of capitalism, not only in their origin but also in their 
functioning. The benefit of Paul Rassinier's books, and especially The Lies of 


Ulysses, is to provide a materialist conception of life, and hence of death, 
inside these camps. 
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Paul Rassinier (1906-1967) joined the communist party in 1922. He rallied the 
left opposition and was expelled in 1932. He was a militant to the left of the 
CP, then joined SFIO in order to take part in the Revolutionary Left, an 
organization led by Marceau Pivert. As the dangers increased, he defended 
pacifist theses. But as soon as the war started, he joined the resistance. 
Arrested by the Gestapo in 1943, tortured then deported to Buchenwald and 
Dora for nineteen months, he returned an invalid. After the war, Rassinier 
wrote in pacifist and libertarian publications, but also in extreme right 
magazines. His works on the concentration camps were published at the 
author's expense or by extreme right publishers. Those who use this as an 
argument against him, would have liked to see him never published. Most of 
Rassinier's books are out of print. La Vieille Taupe (PO Box 98, 75224 Paris 
cedex 05) has just reissued Le Mensonge d'Ulysse. 


In 1962, in the Introduction to Le Veritable Procés Eichmann, P. Rassinier 
wrote: "At the end of the hostilities, if there weren't at that moment but a few 
people who thought it necessary to sift through the horrors and responsibilities 
of the Second World War, it is remarkable that these people were mainly from 
the right and that their attitude was based on principles in whose name leftist 
intellectuals had refused Versailles twenty-five years earlier. The 
overwhelming majority of leftist intellectuals approved of and were elated by 
Nuremberg in the name of principles which they reproached, at the time of 
Versailles, for having the reactionary character of the right which had adopted 
them; this phenomenon is no less remarkable. In any case, there is here a 
rather curious interchange in the sector of principles and it is in this 
interchange that my personal drama lies." And he explained his approach: 
"Everything had to start again from point zero: take the facts one by one, study 
them in reality and finally place them back correctly in their historical context. 
I therefore started with a historical fact about which I thought I was the best 
informed, for the simple reason of having lived it: the concentration camp 
phenomenon. And since it was in the forefront of current affairs and since all 
the public debates led to it, I will be forgiven if I thought that the occasion will 
not be more favorable. So the Lies of Ulysses was my first faithful act to the 
principles of the left of 1919." [...] 


The "gas chambers": 


Rassinier is first of all known, or rather attacked, for having dared to deny that 
the "gas chambers" had not been the instrument of mass murder. It's out of the 
question to take up all the arguments here in order to definitively settle the 
question. Like everybody else, we took as an established fact the use of "gas 
chambers" for an industrial scale massacre. No matter how anti-establishment 
and how suspicious we might have been, the idea that such a bluff could have 
been organized on such a scale and about such a macabre subject did not come 
to us spontaneously. Yet, we were badly shaken by the reading of Rassinier. 
And we were shaken, too, by the debate that has recently taken place in the 
press, or rather by the manner in which it was prevented from taking 

place. [...] 
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They play on the respect of the dead and the suffering of the survivors. And on 
the fear of all to find themselves on the side of the killers. Some are even 
ready to kill in order not to cover up crimes. Common sense, in the words of 
Lenin, tells us that a lot of people can't be fooled for a long time. Is this 
common sense ready to admit that it may have been fooled by this affair of 
"gas chambers"? This is "too much" for either good or bad conscience. 


But don't we have testimonies of deportees and confessions of executioners? 
Many people have "seen" "gas chambers," even where it is recognized that 
none existed. In fact, they mostly heard of them. The confessions, in 
themselves, are not sufficient. The S.S. were defeated, their illusions and their 
cause collapsed. A threat of execution weighed on them, and they tried to 
vindicate themselves by invoking orders that can't be found and a project that 
exceeded their power. Their indulgence toward their interrogators proved to be 
worthwhile in several cases. Yet, torture may not be sufficient to break men 
who still believe in their cause. But when this cause has collapsed, minor 
physical or moral pressures are sufficient to crush those for whom nothing is 
left but identification with the victors and the instinct of survival. What is 
accepted concerning Boukharine may very well be the case for Hoess, 
commander of Auschwitz, prisoner in Poland, and who was executed in 1947. 


Rassinier took great care to show that the documents on which the faith in the 
existence of "gas chambers" and their extermination function rests, were 
suspect because of their origin and their contradictions. The most serious 
contradictions appear in their descriptions of "gassing" and the real 
contingencies of such an operation. 


The rumor of "gas chambers" originated inside the concentration camps. It is 
understandable due to the extraordinarily high mortality rate, the frequent 
transfers from camp to camp, the practice of selection aimed at separating 
those unfit to work from the rest of the prisoners, and the confusion between 
crematoria and "gas chambers." Thinking that people were gassed because the 
location of showers had changed or because they were forced to go to the 
infirmary, prisoners’ testimonies prove nothing. Then, this is confronted with 
the obviously shocking argument that those who had really been gassed are no 
longer here to testify. This rumor was systematically circulated after the war 
mainly for the members of the H.-Fiihrung to vindicate themselves and to 
conceal its role [This is the body administering the internees, largely 
composed of prisoners]. 


But the ideological function of the "gas chambers" exceeds by far the 
particular interests of some people. And it is here that it may be useful to 
abandon the petty field of historical research in order to rise with Jean Daniel 
to the level of political philosophy. 


According to the director of Le Nouvel Observateur in its editorial of 
November 6, 1978, "L'oubli interdit" ("Forgetting is forbidden"): "The 
campaign started in the 1950's with the meticulous book of Paul Rassinier, a 
French socialist member of parliament who spent — oh yes! — a short time in a 
camp." The style of J. Daniel is not burdened by meticulousness. It is rather 
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lyrical. And J. Daniel does not care about refuting Rassinier. It is enough to 
denounce the "crusaders of racism" who use Rassinier's arguments. Moreover, 
Rassinier is hard to refute, because, and this is what makes all the horror of the 
thing, the Nazis had succeeded in committing a perfect crime: "Devilish dream 
if there was one, conceived by a technocratic Lucifer in the highest scientific 
hysteria. The gathering of the damned, their transportation, the organization of 
the camps, the selection for extermination: nothing was left to improvisation. 
Nothing will leave a trace: It's the infernal process of the perfect crime. Its 
specificity is its perfection; its essence is its radicality; its magic horror is its 
aptitude to evoke nothingness and infinity. Racists have every reason to be 
afraid to be accused of it. It's an act without a precedent, born of nothing and 
going nowhere." 


But, to believe J. Daniel, we were lucky, for France recovered its salvation: 
"There was in the mysterious collective unconscious an obscure feeling that no 
sooner did the belief in genocide crumble and torrential currents would be 
liberated not only of antisemitism but also of latent racism, whose victims may 
be any minorities, a racism which would plunge the spirit into darkness with 
the irrepressible movement of the black tides of the ocean." The poet, or better 
yet, the albatross, whose wings are still full of tar, transforms, through a daring 
reversal, the pollution that covers the mass media into a sudden burst from the 
depths of the social being. 


A journalist, short of copy and of celebrity, interviewed, camera and 
microphone hidden, an old crass who had more or less succeeded in becoming 
forgotten. All the media got hold of the affair under the pretext of discussing 
the pedagogical benefit or harm from publicizing the racism of Darquier de 
Pellepoix. They obviously prefer to thrive on Darquier's statements rather than 
to seriously discuss Rassinier's positions. But, anyway, it is not clear where, in 
all these banalities, we can find the mysterious collective unconscious. 


Jean Daniel's inversion buttresses another feather brain of his kind, Louis 
Martin-Chauffier, quoted by the archbishop of Marseille in his All-Saints 
homily — maybe to make people forget the Vatican's silence about Nazism. 
The archbishop tells us that Martin-Chauffier is the "author of one of the most 
beautiful meditations on the deportation: 'We must not respond to violence 
with hatred. But forgetfulness would amount to resignation. Forgetfulness is 
forbidden. We can't forget all that had been committed, for we run the risk of 
seeing it happen again."" 


For the understanding of economic and social conditions that led to the 
destruction of human beings on such a scale, they substitute the myth of a 
premeditated demonic plan. For the struggle against these economic and social 
conditions, they substitute the necessity to remember. It is enough to forget, 
for everything to start all over again. The collective unconscious, alias the 
mass media, would therefore be the guardians of this nightmare. The 
legitimization of this spectacle of horror, far from preventing anything, serves 
to only banalize the atrocity and to give the public the feeling of the 
impossibility of any intervention. It is past and it is far away, and anyway, 
everything takes place behind the television screen. But this is not simply 
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passivity and distance, there is also a complacency and a fascination with 
horror which are not completely devoid of good reasons. 


This is because horror does not only exist on the periphery of our world and 
behind barbed wire where it is concentrated, it oozes out of our lifestyle 
through the images of a happy tranquility to gush out, at times, in the form of 
crime, from the stupid accident to pathological behavior. And this vaguely felt 
horror must be contained, given a meaning, and made into a spectacle in order 
to be controlled. Dismissing it as a death impulse, the fundamental expression 
of the collective or individual unconscious, will only serve to hide how this 
precise mode of production threatens men with permanent destruction. And 
we are not talking about nuclear weapons or any other more limited death 
threat but only of a vague feeling in people, who are cut off from humanity 
and reduced to a precarious social integration (the couple, the company) and 
are at risk of always being more or less superfluous. The crisis accentuates the 
economic and affective insecurity. Attempts are made to get rid of those who 
are supposed to assume positions of responsibility and to shift the blame to 
scapegoats. 


If an unfortunate situation similar to that of Germany, which found itself in a 
paroxysm of crisis with seven million unemployed, were to happen again 
without the possibility of bringing down the capitalist relations of production, 
there is a great chance for a rebirth of a strong racism and even state racism. 
There is a great chance, too, that most of today's anti-Nazi intellectuals would 
be ready to look for and to find justification for this racism. 


Hitlerian antisemitism is and must be presented as a unique fact of history, and 
then serve to make people forget and, especially, to mystify all the other 
horrors that our world produces. The particular conditions which presided over 
the advent of Nazism, are mentioned only to be better dismissed in the quest 
for the universal. Raymond Aron says (France-Soir, newspaper of the ex- 
antisemite Hersant, of February 15, 1979): "If we want to avoid barbarization, 
we have to insist on the fact that Nazism was unique. It alone conceived of the 
extermination of an entire population by the decisions of a few people. Maybe 
Stalin sacrificed more people. But it has been since the Hitlerian 
exterminations that we are frightened of men. We are all still terrified that this 
thing was possible. That is why, rather than trivializing, we must say that to 
some extent, we have all participated in this." 


Jean Daniel tells us that this extermination has something Satanic about it. 
Raymond Aron says that since then, we are frightened of men, and that each 
one of us participated. Satan is inside each one of us: it's the return to original 
sin. [...] 


History is itself historically produced. The image we have of the past is the 
result of the selection and of the interpretation of facts according to the nature 
of the opposing forces and the successive stages of the balance of power that 
was established. Thus, in France, history schoolbooks, from Vercingétorix to 
de Gaulle, emphasize the national character at the expense of the class 
struggle. General conventionality maintains that the historical science of today 
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has really broken away from the legend of origins in order to form a 
chronological sequence of established facts. But if the reconstitution of the 
past takes a scientific appearance, it also takes place more than ever before 
under the aegis of the state. 


The vision of the Second World War and of the concentration camps projected 
by the full force of the mass media is there to legitimize the present, as this 
presence of capital tends also to immediately legitimize itself by the 
representation it constantly gives of itself through the mechanism of news 
production. This vision is rather likely to change. Capital will yield to the truth 
when it no longer needs a particular lie. A revelation that brings its "authors" 
serious trouble today, may be accepted by others, or posthumously when the 
time is ripe. But the problem for revolutionary theory is not only to denounce 
such and such a particular lie, but to dismantle the mechanisms that insure the 
production and the reproduction of the ideology and of its madness. 


3. — LICA is what? 


"The league against antisemitism brands as antisemites all those who utter the word 
"Jew" (unless it be in ritual speech to the dead). Does the league refuse any public 
debate, and does it reserve the right to decide without any explanation what is 

or is not antisemite?" 

Gilles Deleuze 

"Le Juif riche" (The rich Jew), Le Monde, February 18, 1977, p. 26. 


The LICA hounds Faurisson for falsification of history. One has to have a very high 
moral authority in order to set oneself up as the jealous guardian of the truth. Having 
participated in 1963 in setting up an anti-apartheid committee, I subsequently found 
myself during several years in "working" relation with antiracist organizations. I have 
no recollection of having met on these occasions any of the people of LICA. But we 
were sometimes in contact with MRAP and I understand that relations between 
MRAP and LICA are not exactly those of honest camaraderie. This may explain the 
weakness of LICA during public actions against apartheid. I ignore the why of these 
antagonisms, and it doesn't matter. To learn more about them, I couldn't find a better 
way than to go through some issues of its monthly, Le Droit de Vivre (the right to 
live). 


I winced at the review of the film, The Deer Hunter of M. Cimino, certainly not 
because the critic takes Ukrainians for Poles, but because he calls it "more than an 
excellent film. A monument!"! To me, it's a monument to stupidity and to racism. 
There's surely no need to have roved around in the Vietnamese rice field to realize it. 
The unbearable caricature of these shouting Asiatics, these "robotized and inhuman 
yellows," as the critic says, did not exactly escape him: "Michael Cimino does not 
take the trouble to understand the Vietnamese. Lack of interest? Outside of the topic? 
Racism?" It is not settled. This question mark is breathtaking. That the mass media 
says stupid things about these falsifications, that it flatters the good old idea of 
"yellow peril" revived by the fact that those yellows are reds, is quite normal. But that 
a journal, whose raison d'etre is antiracism, is unable to identify and denounce the 





' May 1979, p. 13. 
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very explicit racism of this super production, makes me really wonder. The critic even 
wishes that a film of the same kind be made about the Algerian war. We can predict 
racial attacks at movie theaters. 


Second surprise, and this one is very important, is the presence on the staff of Le 
Droit de vivre of Paul Giniewski, in charge of literary criticism. He is a fervent 
Zionist whose ideas seem to agree quite well with the views expressed in this journal. 
That he is happy with books which want to prove that "antisemitism is consubstantial 
with leftist ideology," by making anarchists the precursors of Hitler and by claiming, 
against daily evidence, that "the left is anti Zionist by nature"’, all this reflects 
political positions at least conservative. But there is another thing. I have already seen 
the writing of this scourge of the left about South Africa and I have had the occasion 
to take him to task for some treasures in one of his books’. It must be said that the 
defenders of Apartheid are rare in France. At that time, other than a few extreme right 
militants, Giniewski was the only propagandist for Pretoria way before Jacques 
Soustelle. "We must help South Africa instead of attacking it" (p. 131 of the book 
cited in a footnote) for to him, apartheid (how everything falls together!) is a sort of 
"compulsory Zionism" for the return of "Bantus" to "national homes," these 
Bantustans for which he is a rabid partisan. South African supporters, like Mssrs. 
Soustelle and Giniewski, certainly will refuse the label of "racists." But who will deny 
that the politics they support is the most complete expression of contemporary racism 
and that one of its roots goes precisely back to Hitler's politics? That a journal whose 
raison d'etre is antiracism accepts on its staff a writer who puts his pen in the service 
of apartheid is a paradox beyond my understanding. 


But if their antiracism is to be eclipsed, maybe the people of LICA are fussy 
historians, strict guardians of objectivity. Certainly, when mentioning the fall of Idi 
Amin’ described as a "worthy model of racist Nazism," it is not serious to forget to 
mention that he got to power with the active support of Israeli services, and that this 
support and help lasted for a long time. The same for Bokassa. Doubtless a simple 
oversight. 


But when I saw a photo showing Arabs with the following caption, "Some of the 
500,000 non-Jews who live in Israel under conditions of perfect civic equality," I 
thought that the enthusiasm for the truth gave way to other preoccupations. In the 





: April 1979, "L'antisémitisme socialiste," p. 32. 
* In 1967, I wrote, "It may be appropriate to point out, for whatever it is worth, the recent production of 
Paul Giniewski, apartheid's accredited eulogist in France: Livre noir-Livre blanc, presented as the 
"South-West African file." Some books are pleasing because we find in them what we expect: such is 
the display of ignorance and of stupidity in front of history and anthropology (the true people are the 
"chosen people" p. 26, "Nazism is as forgotten in Windhock as it is in Bonn," p. 46. The author makes 
sure to point out that he is not racist: the proof? He protests against racial stereotypes by explaining that 
"the large, flattened nose of the Bantou is not "uglier" than the pointed European nose. It is the means 
supplied by nature to breathe correctly in the swamps and humid undergrowth of his ancestors" (p. 
185). M. Giniewski persists: in a recent article, "Esquisse d'une réponse juive 4 la nouvelle droite" 
(outline of a Jewish reply to the new right) (Le Monde, November 3, 1979, p. 2), he repeats the same 
phrase word for word. In thirteen years, the Bantou has become black and "nature" has become 
"evolution." Cf. Aletheia, No 6, April 1967, pp. 144-5. See also by the same Giniewski, "L'économie 
sud-africaine," Le Mois en Afrique, July 1967 and Bantoustans, Le Cap, Human and Rousseau, 1961; 
Une autre Afrique du Sud, Berger-Levrault, 1962; The Two Faces of Apartheid, Chicago, Regnery, 
1965; Livre noir-Livre blanc, Berger-Levrault, 1966; L'An prochain a Umtata, Berger-Levrault, 1975. 
May 1979. 
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article that accompanied the photo, I read the following: "To oppose to Zionism a 
political message of similar nature, they invented the myth of pan-Arabism founded 
on a supposed unity of the most diverse countries," and further on that the illusory 
notion of "Arab world is an insidious or declared racism." Then I realized that this is a 
Zionist propaganda organization, indifferent about historical truth. Yet we may 
conceive of a Zionism that would not need such crude propaganda. But, like all 
doctrinaires, these people of L.I.C.A. use history when it suits them, otherwise they 
deform it brutally. It's strange that this journal could call itself Le Droit de vivre (the 
Right to Live) and burn with such violent hatred toward the Palestinians who, after 
all, are only asking for the "right to live" at home. 


This hate towards its enemies pushes L.I.C.A. beyond the limits imposed by laws. For 
example, this: "Francois Brigneau is harmful to a civilized society. Out of ecological 
concerns, it would be useful to deprive him of his right to write insanities"”, which 
would obviously justify the aforementioned Brigneau, who writes in Minute, to 
formulate the same wishes towards L.I.C.A. They went even further: "Those who 
follow his footsteps [those of Darquier de Pellepoix] will never make old bones"’, 
And it is L.I.C.A. who assumes the right to designate those who follow Darquier's 
footsteps. I think that this is called death threats. It seems to me that the courts should 


crack down on this kind of offense. 


As for me, I see very well what qualifies L.I-C.A. to set itself up as guardian of 
historic truth. It confuses it too much with political propaganda, and this mixture is 
certainly very unfortunate. 





' Albert Staroi, "Le racisme contre la paix," March, 1979, p. 15. 
* May 1979, p. 4. 
> A column by Raphael Jerusalmy, December 1978, p. 23. 
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Chapter 5 


Revisionism Abroad 


The Faurisson affair had repercussions abroad. But to appreciate its scope, we have to 
keep in mind that authors here and there have expressed fairly diverse points of view 
often labeled under the unique rubric of revisionism. Until an assessment of this very 
uneven literature becomes available!, we can gather some facts about the conditions 
under which these "debates" or these "affairs" take place. 


It is in Germany that these problems are most seriously considered. Some revisionist 
texts have been published, but many authors have been subjected to harassment and 
multiple abuses’. Thies Christophersen had his house put on fire. Wilhelm Stiglich, a 
minor retired judge, had his pension reduced by a fifth for five years (??). Especially 
many books (those of Staglich, the German translation of Butz, and others) are 
classified as "dangerous for the youth" (the quod juventutem corrumperet of our old 
Latin grammar). It's the ban, Indizierung. There are also people banned from 
exercising their profession (Udo Walendy, a history professor, and others), law suits, 
etc. This repression is exerted on current opinions, and not on what those people 
might have been in the past. All this seems to me rather surprising, if I contrast this 
with all that I read about Federal Germany, so eager to whitewash former Nazis, to 
forget the past, to want to forget, and so reluctant to try Nazi criminals*. Doubtless 
both aspects coexist: it is not clear why the German state (we should say, the German 
states, since the G.D.R. is in the same boat) would deprive itself of the services of all 
those who made up the administrative and economic backbone of Hitlerian Germany. 
Membership in the N.S.D.A.P., the Nazi party, was pretty much compulsory to pursue 
any public activity. Current governments may perfectly well use the services and 
experience of those people as in France, where a number of leading positions are 
filled with people who held allegiance to Pétain, such as M. Marcellin, an interior 
minister. And we are not talking about the followers of Mussolini, Franco, and 
Salazar, who are still close to positions of power. There is one condition for this 
continuity in the process of change: the appearance of a conversion to the beneficial 
effects of parliamentary democracy. Do we have to go into the details of the 
"denazification" farce imposed by the allies after the war? 





' This is the subject of Gabriel Cohn-Bendit, Ph.D. thesis that he hopes to submit very shortly. [He 
never did, — 1998.] 

* See references in our bibliography. 

3 See the Lischka affair and his assistant, Heinrichsohn, a well-liked village mayor, Le Monde, 
November 10, 1979. 
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What is hunted today in Germany, on the right as well as on the left, is free thinking. 
Germany cannot accept that former Nazis, S.S., or others get together to show their 
former combatant nostalgia, but it dreads opening a Pandora's box for fear of exposing 
the great myths of the present time. I can recall some articles that appeared in Le 
Monde a few years ago, where it was shown that some kind of a German malaise is 
caused by the fact that this country has the body of an economic giant and the head of 
a political midget. This is particularly convenient for other European powers. The 
Gordian knot of this contradiction is obviously the question of the collective guilt of 
the German people. A vast question I prefer not to get into at the moment. I would 
only say that it has not been clearly resolved in Germany and that it will not be out of 
moral considerations. Political opportunity, European military balance and economic 
evolution will relegate this question to the museum. The need to humiliate Germany 
as a central power in Europe will determine the political philosophy of a history that 
will justify the orientation of the future. 


In the meantime, the debates are curbed. Here are two examples. The British 
historian, David Irving, wrote in German for a Berlin publisher of the Springer group 
a book entitled, Hitler und seine Feldherren ("Hitler and His Generals"). He found 
out, after the publication, that his text was seriously amputated and manipulated. It 
must be said that Irving, while not calling the Holocaust into question, found nothing 
in his research about the persons and the actions that would furnish a proof that Hitler 
was responsible for the massive extermination. That, he said. And he added that, since 
this extermination is a fact, the guilty must be found somewhere else. He concludes 
that it must be Himmler, who hid the fact from his Fuehrer. We wonder what will 
happen when he studies Himmler's career. The publisher obviously thought that Irving 
was an apologist for Hitler, and he took it upon himself to edit the text. The author 
protested, then published his book in English. In the introduction, he made the 
following remarks about the Berlin publisher Ullstein Verlag': 


"The editor found many of my arguments appalling and even dangerous, and 
without informing me, he eliminated them, or changed them completely. In the 
printed text, Hitler did not tell Himmler that there should "not be liquidation" 
of the Jews (November 30, 1941); he told him not to use the word "liquidate" 
publicly in connection with the liquidation program. This is how history is 
falsified! (My faxed request to publish Himmler's note got no reply.) I forbade 
any new edition of the book two days after it came out in Germany. The Berlin 
publishers justified their action by maintaining that my manuscript expressed 
views that were an "affront to established historical opinion" in their country." 


Hellmut Diwald is a well known historian in Germany. He is the author of a 
biography of Wallenstein’ that has had a great success. He was in charge of an 
encyclopaedia of European history’, also very well received. He teaches at the 
university of Erlangen. In 1978, he published History of the Germans" (and not an 





| Page xvii. David Irving, Hitler's War, Viking Press, New York, 1977, xxiii-926 pages. The German 
edition is of 1975. 

* Wallenstein, Herbig, 564 pp. 

* Propyliien Geschichte Europas, 1975. 

* This raging discussion in the German press could have been the topic of a few commentaries in the 
French press. Only Le Figaro Magazine of March 12, 1979 did, but did not mention the second edition. 
Nothing in Le Monde except a belated venomous and anonymous innuendo by Alfred Grosser: "A 
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impossible history of Germany) which is presented as going back in time. The first 
reactions are very good, among them that of Chancellor Schmidt. Then Der Spiegel 
attacks the work savagely: for a good reason. The author refuses the "criminalization" 
of German history. While recognizing the immensity of Hitler's crimes, he ascertains 
that the burden of collective guilt made Germany sick, and that the Allies bear the 
heavy responsibility to have dismembered Germany and to have uprooted it from its 
past in order to better exert their influence. These views are obviously quite debatable, 
doubtless with a right tinge. The polemic is quite violent and up to here, very normal. 
But the pressure is so strong that the publisher (who also belongs to the Springer 
group) withdraws the work from circulation and reprints it in February 1979, with 
three pages which deal with "the final solution" completely modified. Among the 
deleted phrases are the following: 


"Since the launching of the accusation that Hitler would have given, through 
Himmler and the Security Services, the order to the S.S. to physically destroy 
European Jews, the Auschwitz problem remains protected by total obscurity, 
the more so that since the 1945 capitulation, Auschwitz still performs a basic 
function in the complete moral degradation of the Germans (p. 164). Based on 
no proof whatsoever, numerous writings have been published since 1945 
where several assertions were made to cynically magnify the extent of the 
shame about these facts [the gigantic deportation of Jews towards the East] 
whose background was the horrible deprivation of Jews of their rights under 
the Third Reich. One of the most horrible events of modern time was exploited 
through deceptions, mystifications, and deliberate exaggerations with the 
intention of totally discrediting a people" (p. 164). 


He later goes into some details of the Auschwitz-Birkenau history, details that were 
also eliminated to convey a different view. Accusations of censorship were vigorously 
voiced by the press of the right! and for good reasons’. 


Professor Diwald explained many of these subjects in an interview given to Die Welt 
between the two editions ("A people is made sick by the criminalization of its 
history," the question of collective responsibility, Adenauer and the division of 
Germany, German identity). It may be interesting to quote a question and the answer 
to it: 





whole set of far from brilliant events show that we have to continue to evoke the worst of the past so 
that it will not be justified and transfigured not only by fanatic militarists and passionate antisemites, 
but by a well known historian and a reputed publisher putting out a scandalous history of Germany." 
(Le Monde, July 5, 1979.) In biology, this theory is called fixation. 

: "Why Professor H. Diwald must not write the truth," Deutsche National Zeitung, March 2, 1979. 

* The new edition contains an additional photo showing rows of corpses in Nordhausen camp, with the 
caption: "at the end of the Second World War." Without imitating the Faurisson game, I found this 
photo almost identical to that in a book called Déportation, published by the National Federation of 
Deportees, Prisoners and Patriotic Resistants (295 pp., 1968) on page 227. The caption of this photo is: 
"At Nordhausen, bombed April 4 by the American air force, piles of corpses cover the courtyard of 
Boelke Kaserne (photo taken by the American services on April 15, 1945). Before their departure, the 
S.S. had finished off the wounded." It would therefore seem that the prisoners had first been victims of 
American bombs. The German book could have shown more photos of horror in the camps. But this 
one has the advantage of showing that a lot of prisoners had first been victims of the war. The German 
book omits this point. 

3 Die Welt, November 20, 1978: "Deutschland — kein Wintermarchen." 


128 


Die Welt: You are of the opinion that basic problems of contemporary history 
are by no means as definitively clarified as it is generally believed. And even 
about the Jewish question, you write, "despite all the literature, some points 
remain unclear." 


Diwald: We can't be satisfied with much of what has so far been published. 
We should reexamine entire subjects. In this regard, the question of 
documentation is decisive. The most important part of contemporary 
documents has not yet been made accessible to us, so there are still many 
surprises in store for us. The Russians have not yet published any document; 
the French also keep their archives closed. The Americans are extremely 
prudent in what they release to us. This is how we still remain under a really 
strange domination. 


Exit Diwald, enter Bennett. The scene takes place in Australia. Since its foundation in 
1966, John Bennett has been the secretary of the Victorian Council of Civil Liberties, 
a sort of human rights league, more active on a daily basis than ours. It is known that 
the Anglo-Saxons are more scrupulous than us in their conception and defense of 
individual rights, and Bennett, who is an attorney, has been very active in this domain. 
In Australia, he is considered to be on the left, and is known as such. This was 
confirmed by some of my Australian acquaintances. Towards the end of 1978, he 
circulated Butz's book among some academics and journalists, together with a memo, 
which soon became public’: 


1. Nobody was ever accused of murdering anyone of the two, four, six million 
(?) gassed; in other words, nobody was accused of opening the Zyklon B 
boxes; 


2. There does not exist a photo of bodies in a gas chamber, even though it is 
said that there had been 10,000 gassings in different camps; 


3. The Auschwitz "gas chambers" can't be examined because, according to 
Rassinier, the only one to explain what became of them, they were dismantled, 
and in another camp they "sunk into oblivion"; 


4. The major proofs of "gassing" given at Nuremberg were the depositions of 
Hoess and Gerstein, which are just as conclusive as the declarations of the 
Moscow Trials of 1936; 


5. The Vatican, the Red Cross, the British and German intelligence services 
(like Canaris and Oster, who were also British agents) and the German 
resistance against Hitler (a sort of who's who of German society) were 
ignorant of or did not believe the rumors about gassings; 


6. Nobody tried to answer Butz's arguments; 





' National Times, February 10, 1979. 
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7. There is no reference to gassings in any captured German document: The 
Allies held warehouses full of Nazi documents and films, but they had to go 
on the "confessions" of Hoess; 


8. It was said in March of 1943 that two million Jews had been killed and that 
four more million were going to be killed. It's a curiously exact prediction of 
the six million figure decided on at Nuremberg; 


9. The photos used by the Allies to prove gassings were photos of people who 
died of typhus or malnutrition in Dachau and Belsen; 


10. Zyklon B was used by the German armed forces in all the concentration 
camps as a disinfectant, in particular against typhus. The normal procedure for 
new arrivals in all the camps was the shower and the disinfection of clothes. 
Many people died in the camps and were incinerated to prevent epidemics; 


11. The Auschwitz camp was not bombed by the Allied because they did not 
believe that it was an extermination camp. The Allies conducted tight 
surveillance of this vast industrial complex because it was the center where the 
most advanced synthetic rubber technologies were located. Since Pearl 
Harbor, the United States had needed synthetic rubber; 


12. It is impossible to estimate the number of Jews who died because of Nazi 
policies, for the World Jewish Congress refused to conduct a census after the 
war. It's probable that 700,000 to 1,500,000 Jews perished because of bad 
treatment, malnutrition, typhus, destruction of the ghettos, reprisals, arbitrary 
assassinations and "medical experiments"; 


13. People like Simon Wiesenthal (The Assassins are among us) have tried to 
trace those responsible for the final solution by the evacuation to the East (for 
example, Eichmann) and Nazi doctors (for example, Mengele) but they have 
not tried to trace S.S. members who were the real assassins by gas of two to 
six million people, in particular, by Zyklon B in Auschwitz. 


The Australians, who after all are not going to teach us what civilization is, have had 
the strange idea of debating this question in the press. Polemical articles and indignant 
letters were published in major newspapers’. It seems that nobody had recourse to the 
courts in order to impose his views, which shows how backward is this kangaroo 
country. 


In Italy, the Faurisson affair was extensively covered in the press. On April 19, 1979, 
the Swiss Italian television of Lugano invited Robert Faurisson and Pierre Guillaume 
to a big debate with Enzo Collotti (author of Germania Nazista, Turin, Einaudi), 
Wolfgang Scheffler (fellow at the Institute of Contemporary History in Munich, an 
expert consultant to German courts) and Mrs. Rolfi and Tedeschi (deportees in 
Ravensbrueck and Auschwitz). The debate was scheduled for an hour, it lasted two 
hours and fifty minutes and disrupted other programs. It aroused enough public 





' The Age, 3, March 15 and 29, 1979. The Australian, May 26, 1979. Nation Review, June 7, 1979. 
ABC TV, April 25, 1979. New Statesman, September 7, 1979. Quadrant, September 1979, etc. 
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interest to be rebroadcast on May 6. The numerous articles in the trans-Alpine press 
were similar to those in the French press. It was after this appearance that Antonio 
Pitamitz, a contributor to Storia illustrata, published by Mondadori, proposed to 
Faurisson a written interview. It appeared in August and gave rise again to many 
commentaries. The debate continued over many issues. Could it be that Italians have a 
less burdened conscience than the French, and that it is that which makes it easier for 
them to allow a debate on this kind of question? 


We finally mention that there is a petition circulating on some university campuses in 
the United States opposing any restrictions on Faurisson's right to pursue his research. 
Among the first signatures were those of Noam Chomsky and Alfred Lilienthal. 


Dr. Robert Faurisson has served as a respected Professor of Twentieth Century 
French Literature and Document Criticism for over four years at the 
University of Lyons-2 in France. Since 1974, he has been conducting 
extensive independent historical research into the "holocaust" question. 


Since he began making his findings public, Professor Faurisson has been 
subject to a vicious campaign of harassment, intimidation, slander and 
physical violence in a crude attempt to silence him. Fearful officials have even 
tried to stop him from further research by denying him access to public 
libraries and archives. 


We strongly protest these efforts to deprive Professor Faurisson of his freedom 
of speech and expression, and we condemn the shameful campaign to silence 
him. 


We strongly support Professor Faurisson's just right of academic freedom and 
we demand that university and government officials do everything possible to 


ensure hi safety and the free exercise of his legal rights. 


In view of the attitude of French universities toward this affair, we will only publish 
the original text without translation. No other signatures are solicited. 


The original signatures were submitted to the court. They have the names and 
addresses of these signatories: 500 foreign signatures as of October 31, 1979. 
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Chapter VI 


Of the Necessity of the Faurisson Affair 


The Faurisson affair, or rather, to give it its real dimension, the question of knowing 
what really happened in some Nazi concentration camps during the war, is not the 
first act of this tragicomedy, which is the evolution of the collective representation 
of concentration camp life in the public opinion. In France, the prologue was written 
by Paul Rassinier in Le Mensonge d'Ulysse ("The Lies of Ulysses") and in Le 
Véritable Procés Eichmann ou les Vainqueurs incorrigibles ("The Real Eichmann 
Trial or the Incorrigible Victors”) and especially in Le Drame des Juifs européens 
("The Drama of European J ews")', where he dissects some of the main testimonies on 
the gas chambers and where he demolishes the most solid statistical study by the 
American, Hilberg”. Concerning the number of missing people in the European 
Jewish communities, Georges Wellers' belated polemic, La "solution finale," et la 
mythomanie néo-nazie (The "Final Solution" and the Neo-nazi Mythomania)* supplies 
only very partial answers and remains tightly limited by conventional reading and 
interpretation of documents, which Rassinier precisely shows are not self evident. 


Rassinier was violently attacked and driven to get published by the extreme right. As 
the publishers at la Vieille Taupe, which has just reissued Le Mensonge d'Ulysse, say: 
"Those who blame Rassinier for using an extreme right publisher are those who 
would have wished that he not be published at all." I admit that his writing contains 
extreme language and, sometimes, debatable affirmations. But to debate is neither to 
reject nor to revile. Rassinier should be rehabilitated, some day. 


He wrote too early, it seems. Fifteen years later, does Faurisson still write too early? 
Times have not changed much. "Psychological taboos erected around Jews and 
Judaism" are disappearing, to the chagrin of some Jewish publications. The author of 
this article attributes "the fading away of Nazi genocide from collective memory and 
the progressive dilution of guilt feeling nourished since then by non-Jews. In a word, 
the genocide no longer pays and our poor dead no longer generate our moral right 
over the West which was six million times answerable to the punishment. "It's a 





' See bibliography. [Let's add, in 1998, that part of "The Lies of Ulysses" and the whole of "The 
Drama..." have been translated in English in a single volume, called Debunking the Genocide Myth and 
made available on this site. The Real Eichmann Trial has also been translated and published in 1976 by 
Steppingstones Publications, Box 612, Silver Spring, MD 20901, and Historical Review Press in 
England. The first of these two books has been reprinted under a new title: The Holocaust Story and the 
Lies of Ulysses. Both are available from the Noontide Press, PO Box 2739, Newport Beach, CA 92659, 
USA for $11 and $7.50 respectively. ] 

> The Destruction of the European Jews, Quadrangle Books, Chicago, 1961, reprinted 1967. 

3 Le Monde juif; Paris C.D.J.C., no 86, April-June 1977, pp. 41-84. 

4 P. Gérard, "Requiem pour une idée acquise," Information juive, no. 288, Paris, January 1979. 
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truism: Why should the post-war generations feel guilty about attitudes and actions 
which are not theirs? Especially those who in most cases opposed them? Nazi crimes 
properly belong to the Hitlerians, and surely to their accomplices, but certainly not to 
those who were anti-fascists and anti-racists. 


Another contributing factor to the progressive dissolution of these taboos has certainly 
been Israel's attitude towards the Palestinian question. Until and including the Six Day 
War, French public opinion had been imbued with a sort of transfer Zionism: The 
existence of a mythically fascist Israel with socialist leanings was a de facto 
reparation for the Auschwitz crime. The appearance of the Palestinian question, and 
especially the absolute and categorical refusal of Israelis and Zionists to consider even 
looking for a solution to the massive uprooting of the Palestinians, was revealing: 
militarism, intransigence, bombing of civilians, collective punishment, and political 
assassinations’, all these aggressive attitudes gave Israel a completely opposite image 
from that owed reparation from Hitlerian Europe due to the wrongs it did to Jews. The 
oppressed has become the oppressor, sic transit gloria. 


All this deserves, of course, more details. I simply note that subsequent to the 
crumbling away of certain taboos, a space for public discussion on Israeli policies and 
on Zionism has opened since 1967. In other words, the harmful accusations of anti- 
Semitism hurled at all critics of Zionism are no longer taken seriously and do not 
prevent debate. 


In view of the reactions stirred up by the Faurisson affair, we wonder if there is a 
chance for a similar discussion on the reality, the details of the extent and the methods 
of Hitlerian persecutions. For the time being, everything is frozen, as a result of the 
efforts of those who want to embalm souvenirs and impose the respect of a historical 
image which is not particularly intelligible. Some are not far from believing that we 
are witnessing the birth of a new religion, that of the Holocaust, with its dogmas and 
its priests. As for me, I am convinced that there is a turning point here, that the 
possibility to find and to maintain the meaning of the victims’ suffering under the 
tyranny is shifting to the side of those who are asking questions. The arsenal of 
celebrations, monuments and other memorials is nothing but a travesty of true 
memory. 


There is an urgency for leftist intellectuals to assume their responsibility. The choice 
is very simple. Either reinforce established history by supporting all its gaps and 
dross, or allow a margin for critical evaluation of events in the recent past which serve 
as a foundation of the current state of the world. So far, the reactions are mostly 
negative. My experience can be summarized as follows: When the subject is broached 
with a new acquaintance, the first reaction is shock — that is what happened to me. 
Then, after some explanation which may vary, they concede that there may be a 
problem of historical knowledge, and that, after all, it might be legitimate to raise 
some questions. But the question gets immediately turned around: "Suppose we ask 
the question, have you thought about the consequences? If it is true, that will 
encourage the Neo-Nazis, it will revive the Jewish question, it will do this or that." In 





' See Dossier secret sur Israél — le Terrorisme, Guy Authier, Paris, 1978, 404 pp., a remarkable report 
of Vincent Monteil on the activities of the Israeli special service, the Mossad, in Europe. 
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other words, the importance of the truth is entirely subordinate to the use — polemical 
or incantatory — it will be put to or the fear that others will put it to. 


This is what the freedom to think is reduced to according to our clerics: a commodity 
whose value comes strictly from its use. While Faurisson's statements seem obviously 
provocative, the intelligentsia is quick to bargain its own principles. Newspapers, 
magazines, publishers and even printers disown their own ability to investigate 
because they are free — who denies that ? — to do it. Iam not talking about fear 
because they all reject the idea that they might be able to get the debate started. 
Consequently, thanks to the prodigious liberty that we enjoy under the vigilant 
protection of the left, we have the choice to have recourse to the good old method of 
Samizdat. 


We are also free to get published by our political enemies, who are endowed with 
inexhaustible funds, according to the imagination of the left... We decline this 
generous offer. Think about this situation and its outcome. Who could come out of its 
morally intact? 


November 12, 1979 
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